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BOBCAT PAUSE 
      WC Petty Elementary School 

                         March 2019 

 

Dear Petty Families,  

 

We are beginning preparations for a new school year by creating class lists. 
This is a lengthy process and involves all teachers providing input and        
consideration for each child. Our intent is to create classes that are        
conducive to learning and promote a positive learning culture. Your child’s      
academic and social and emotional needs will be considered. In addition, we 
consider gender, instructional supports, and learning styles in our decisions. 
Some classrooms have instructional aides assigned for various subjects. Tak-
ing all of this in to consideration, our teachers make the best decisions for 
classroom and teacher recommendations.  Therefore, requests for specific 
teachers will not be honored. As parents, you have the distinct advantage of 
knowing your children in ways that are not always evident to school personnel. 
If you have any information about your child (learning style, special needs, 
etc.) that you believe the school should consider as we begin the process of 
developing class lists, please put your thoughts in writing and forward the in-
formation to me as quickly as possible but before Friday, May 3rd.  

 

Respectfully, 

Joanna Gerritsen 

WC Petty Principal 

Dates to          
Remember: 
March 25-29 

SPRING BREAK 

March 26  

Petty Bobcat 
Boosters Spring 

Movie Break 12 pm 
@ Antioch Theatre 

April 1 

School Resumes 

April 3 

Petty Boosters 
Meeting 6-7 pm in 
the Petty library 

April 12 

3rd Gr field trip to 
Chicago History 

Museum 

~ 

Kids Night Out 6-8 
pm 

April 23 

5th gr field trip to 
Milwaukee Zoo  

April 27  

Petty Bobcat 
Boosters  Totally 
Awesome Family 

Date Night 6-8 pm 
@ Petty 

April 29 

Petty Bobcat 
Boosters Antioch 
Pizza Fundraiser 

(Antioch Location) 

Mark your calendars!!! 

This year’s 

Antioch Art Crawl is on May 4th, 2019. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&uact=8&ved=0CAcQjRxqFQoTCMq-977h_scCFUJQkgodIkUPXw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.imgneed.com%2Fblue-bobcat-paw-print-wallpapers.html&psig=AFQjCNHHgUX2I0SLFmgos3iEDua2bJrrrg&ust=1442603097151


A note from Mrs. Bernard 

“In the month of March, students will be rotating through educational center that challenge 
students’ creative, technology, math, language and other educational skills.  Centers include 
Lego building (build a scene from your favorite book or 1 scoop challenge), Osmo (Word, Num-
bers, Tanagrams, Monster, Coding, Pizza Company, Detective and more), 3D Doodlers, Puz-
zles, Find-Its, ProBots and others.  Students enjoy working in centers and have the oppor-
tunity to work on their individual and collaborative skills.  In addition to centers, students will 
be “Rolling a Story.”  In this activity, students roll a “noun” cube and “adjective” cube and 
create a story and illustration to go along with it.  They have come up with some extremely 
creative stories.  To round out the month, I am either reading a picture book to the 2nd and 
3rd graders and doing book talks with the 4th and 5th graders.  Book talks and reading books 
helps to increase students’ love for reading.   

 

In April, I will be sharing poetry with the students, and they will create a “Dada” poem using 
magazine clippings.  This should be a fun and creative activity that students enjoy.  Have a 
wonderful and relaxing Spring Break.” 



   STEM 
STEM at Petty: 

Students at Petty are completing their Trimester 2 units and getting started with their next units! 

2nd Grade:  

2nd Grade is now working through their computer science unit: Grids and Games 

2nd graders are using the iPad app Scratch Jr. to learn and practice coding skills. To get started, students played 
an unplugged coding activity, using a Twister board to “code” a player through a game. 2nd graders are now learning 
about stringing code together and valuable coding functions like starting/ending, looping, and how multiple objects 
can interact with each other in an app, game, etc. 

3rd Grade 

3rd Grade is wrapping up their Forces & Interactions unit. 

Most recently, 3rd graders learned about magnets (see picture). They will now complete their unit by tackling the 
engineering/design problem: How can I use simple/compound machines, forces, and/or magnets to lift a several 
hundred-pound tiger out of a trapped area. 

Following the design problem, students will begin their next unit, a computer science/coding unit: Programming 
Patterns. 3rd grade uses an app called Hopscotch to practice coding. 

4th Grade 

4th grade is wrapping up their computer science unit- Input/Output: Computer Systems 

4th graders have created/coded 2 games: Alien Tilt and Reaction Test. Their last coding activity in the unit will 
challenge them to create a game that can measure brain fitness, similar to a word/memory match game. 4th grad-
ers have also been exploring the Sphero Robots (see picture), which they will learn how to code and even use in 
art—Spheros can draw and paint! 

Following this activity, students will begin their next unit, Input/Output: Human Brain, which uses the same analo-
gy “brains send and store info like a computer.” In this unit, students will focus on the biology, rather than the 
computer focus of their last unit. 

5th grade 

5th grade is wrapping up their unit- Robotics and Automation 

Currently, 5th graders are completing their last robotics/automation challenge, which focuses on automation. Now 
that students have built their robot, they are now coding it to perform a task (go through a path/maze and pickup 
items) without any human involvement (see picture) 

Following this, 5th grade will begin their computer science unit- Infection Detection: Modeling/Simulation. Stu-
dents will discover how a computer model/simulation can help humans understand complex systems. 



MUSIC  

 

The month of March is Music in our 
School  month.  As a celebration of music for 
the month each grade has been working on 
something special and unique to each grade. 
During the month of March fifth grade ex-
plored several world instruments that have 
come from West Africa. They have experi-
enced how they create music is a unique way. 
Fourth grade has begun the process on being 
able to identify and count 16th notes, as well 
as play songs from recorder karate. Third 
grade has continued to play notes B, A, and G 
on the recorder. Finally, second grade has 
been working extremely hard for the second 
grade concert on March 21st. 

 
Thank you to all that attended the Art Show last month. I personally thought it looked amazing! I 
should be receiving the artwork back from Artome in the next week or so and will begin sending 
it home. 
 
Fifth grade students are finishing op art tornados and will begin a robotics unit. We will be paint-
ing with Sphero bots and experimenting with light photography. 
 
Fourth grade students are finishing op art color wheels and will begin a robotics unit. We will be 
painting with Sphero bots and experimenting with light photography. 
 
Third grade students are beginning a Green Screen photography unit focusing on artist Keith 
Haring. 
 
Second grade students have completed warm and cool landscapes in the style of Yaacav Agam. 
They are beginning Monet’s Bridge Over Water Lilles. 

   

PE NEWS 
 

2nd & 3rd Grade: 

Cross Pattern Stations 

Group Cooperation 

Track Sprints 

 

4th & 5th Grade: 

Track Sprints 

Fitnessgram Conditioning/Goal Setting 

Fitnessgram Abdominal Crunch Test 

 

2nd grade Dental Forms Due 

The state of Illinois required dental examination for 2nd grade is 
due by May 15th. If you have not yet handed in your 2nd grade stu-
dents’ dental examination form, please do so as soon as possible. 
Failure to comply by May 15 will result in your students’ report card 
being held at school. 

ART NEWS FROM MRS. JERIK 



PASTRIES WITH PARENTS 








